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He bufineſie of Excommunicetion, and SequetFr ation from 
the Sarrament, now in pablike Agi, is a matter of 
great , much dc, and very lo 
be handled, e tabliſpeu, to prevent Prophanation nnd Soar. 
All on the one hand; and LG htrary ical, Papel 
5 the Priviked. 

ge: of Chriftiani, on the other; which will 
into indifcrent, ever ſevere, ambitions, pa or 


res ill tub canli peel | 
dreien Preiatis {aunt panes 84s, a0 
(Hun, well obſerves; who debatingiins queſtion ; An hedi? reffitas C. r- 
poſer BxcremmnicnicationReſolves thus. Kr 7 9———— A 
redactre url, in a rem tei incombant ; Ain in as videntar deferere : excommuzice- 
Es qa uten, damen perquam ard iadico wee now 1, f. 300. 
eſſelult ban meribus, colla ſubmuttere tjuſmodi diſcipline : For 
a other reaſons, he renders this. Aacealamt ar co: m, 

qui idem canati, cam riſe deHittre, aut quibus peſſimè ceſſit : magus flndioin 
Germatia quibuſdum excleſiijs inflitata fait ſal cecidit is ſong lam n atus ridi- 
culas ma: us (ome fete it nay now do among ua, unles it he ſetled with 

eit wiſdome, caution, moderation, certainty, and as litile as poſſible 

elt to any maus diſcretion; The ſerious conſideration where. 

of hach induced me to propouad theſe Queſtions to our Yene. 
rail Aſſembly, and all other moderate tans, whoought fn all 
things (eſpecially in this) do avoyd uiramm, and the ſeeming affecta. 
tion of any greater lordiag power over the Conſcientes or Privi 
of their Chriſtian Bi ethren, ien of rigim belong unto them leaft they 
approve that in, or uſurpe that tothemſelves, which they have fo ve. 
hemently berctofote declaimed ag unſt in, denied to, and quite taken 
away from the Pope and Prefates. | 

t. Whether Mathew 15.16.17. Les li be to THEE, (not to the who'e 
Church, and all others r Heathen and 4 Publican, meant only of per- 
ſonall ptivat treſpaſſes berweene man and man, nor publique ſcanda- 
lou fins againſt the Cougregation, as is cleare by v: 15. 7/1hy Brother 
hall ereſpaſſe againſt T H E E, &. not 9 Church: and Z. 17. 3.4.) Or 


1 Cor. 


7. TJ. 5.11.1 Ties. 1. 20 To dehvrr ſuch « one to Satan, &c. With ſach, 4 one 
10 wot ro c, & c. be properly meant of Excommunication, or ſuſpention 
from the Sacrament only ? And what warrant there is in Scripture for 
Minifters or others to ſuſpend men from the Sacrament of the Lords 
Supper only, and not f: um the Congregat on and all other publique Or- 
dinauces, together with it ? ſince t. Cor. 5 7.9 13. Iehn 9. 22 32. 33 chap. 
12, r chap. 16.2. Theſ.3,14.2 Ich 16. 11. 3 Ju to. Numb. 13. 14. Dez 
1, 2,3 with all other Sciiptures alle ag ed forthe proofe or practile of 
Excommunication; ſpeal e only of putting, caſting tut, and exc ing wen 
wholly from the Congregation, Syragogue, amd all pubrique. Chriflian Commu. 
non; but not one of them of excluding; or ſuſpending men only from 
h Petrus the Sacrament; and not from o e- publique Ordtnaftces, as Prayer, 
e, Preaching, and the like : And ſince in the promigive times, ( 15 is evident 
Theologis by Teriulians Apollogy: c.39-De Panitentia Leb. and others) ſcandalous 
Paſftralis De perlons,were ever excommunicated and wholy caſt out of the Church 
wa 7 wit, © (extra Gregem dai) not barely ſequ ſtred from the Sacrament 5 Whence 
3 Arge all the Canoniſts and Schoole- men determine: (6) Excommeniceſus u 
cg, et Roſelle, poſeit ius ereſſe divinit Officlis in Eccleſia, velexiracum aliis; and daſige Ex- 
Shore 3 ca. communication to be, A Evcleſraiticallcenſure which\ depriveea wan from: 
fire, Coutrru. the Communion of the Church, Sacrament! ,:avd all pale Ordinances : and 
wer, Na Aretius defines it, o be, A icuins profeſss Religionems — conſor tis 
ud 
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— whe x + Fdeiium in ſacris ei prophagis rebus txel»ſiexcc. which exc es mcatorally 


umu cario. ti om the Chuich, ard ell publique Qrcinar cis, got ſtemthe Sacra- 


ment enly. | 1 4 ä N. | 
2. By what Divine _— or Scripture Tc xt, can any Miniſter 
lawlully keepe backe any Chriſtian from the Sacrament; (nor actually 
Excommunicated and caſt eut of the Church for ſome notorious: ſcan. 
dall upon a lega | Conviction ) who earn: ſuy ceſites to receive it, 
though in his owne private judgment hee deemes him unfitting or un. 
worthy ? ſiace we read ofno circumciled perſon in the old Teſtament, 
ever debarted from the Paſlcover by the Pricſts, that was nike or 
celirous to eat it, though perchance not altogetber ſo prepared: to 
ease i as God tequi ed, Exed. 12.3.4 &c. 44, 10 58. 2 Cbron· 30. 13. to 21. 
Since Chiiſt himſe Ife admitted Jada to it,; though he knew him to bee a 
Devil, a Traitor; John 6.70.7 1. as is cel re by Math. 26 20. to 31 Mar: 74. 
S. &c. Luke 22.14 &c. lobi 13. 31. And fince Paul im the 1. car. 1. 20.1030: 
uſurped no otfet᷑ Authorityto himſeſſe, nor gave any power to others, 
to kee peunworthy receivers from the Sacrament, but on y admoniſhed 
them ofthe danger of anmoi tin receiving andi hereuponzdviſed every Ro- 
:ceiver., is examine HIM'SELFE before kee came to reccive?: And 
:whetkes the" Miniſlesby admoniſhing his Flo, of the danger of — 
N worth7 


worthy receiving, and ſeriouſly dehorting ſuch as hee deemes nnworthy!, 

not to receive the Sacramew til they become more ſit to participate un- 

der paine of eating and drinking their one damnation, and other 
judgments chat will enſue thereon, hath not thereby diſcharged his full 

duty and conſcience, as this text of the Corinths; Exe ch. 33. r. to 10. 

As 20. 26. ar. with the Liturgyes ofour own and the French Churches, 

in their Exhortations before the Sactament, both intimate and reſolve > 
3. Mhether the unprofi able, and unworthy hearing of the word, be 

not as great, as dangerous, as damning a ſinne, as the utworthy recei- 

ving of the Sacrament,as Ma 10.14. 1 5. Mar. 76, 15, 16, Eat 8.18 M 

1, 2,3073. 7,8, 1.6.6.6. .: aſſert : Whether Miniſtert upon the ſelfe ſame. 

grounds and pietences (of partaking of ether mens ſins, of being guilty 

of their damnations, of not giving holy things to Dogges and caftin 

Pearles before Swine, M44: 7. 6. meant - principally of preaching: the 

Goſpell to ſuch as hall contemne it. not ot the Sacrament,as is cleare by 

Mabel, 14, Aar. 16, 15.16.4413 46,51 ) may not as well keepe their 

ople from preaching of the word, and refuſe to preach unto them, 
eaſt it ſhould not protuthern for want of faith, Her. 2. but increaſe, 
or aggravate their fins, and become ants them 1he Savoy of deat Hunte dbb, 

2 Cor. 21.5; 16 Ib 12:45, as fromthe Sacrament > And what ſubſtan- 
tial differcncethey can produce, warranted byScripture,whythey way 
not deny to preach the word to ſuch Chriſt ans whom n+ ey deewe 
unpcoſitable under, ot unfit to heare it,asthe Sacrament to thoſe whom 
they judge unmeet to receive itt da gn 

4. Whether ,ſecing God only knowes the Serrettef al mens hearts; 
and who are bis, 2 (Bron. o. 30. Tim 2. 19..not Miniſter :; whe may oft 
times de eme thoſe Wonhy Communicants, who art not (as cloſe Hy- 
pocrites, &.) and thoſe unwerthy who are not, 1 Ser 76. f. to 14. 
S: ging hee can ſodainly change noten icus ſinners hearts, lives, and bring 
th.m lo repentance in a moment, before Miniſters can take real! notice of it, Ali. 
9.3. to 28.Secing wee muſt not cenſeriouſly judge are another bi cauſe wee 

fall or fand to aur owne Maſter, Matth. 7. 1. . 6.37. Rom. 14.4. tO 15. 

Seeing none muſt quench ibe ſmoking flax, nor breake the bruifed 

Reed, nor diſcourage weake Chriſtians by overmuch rigor, or indiſ- 

cretion, Math.12 20. Kom.14.Secing every Communicant is bound to 

examine HE, E, aich he beſt knowes,(norothers pt remptorily to 
examir.e him) i Cer. 1. 27. 289.2 Cor. 13 5. GG. 4. 5. And every man 

is only to leure his owne ſinne, not anothere, in which he is us ptaler, Gol 6. 

#-5. Extc. 33. i. to 10. Exec. 18 4 to 21. And ſeeinge very Chriftian'when 

he is invited to the Sactament, is bound under pajne ot fin andcor.tempt 

to rect ive it, 1 Car. 7. Hel. to. 290. Whether ean any Miniſter in poitr 
of Conſcience refuſe any * actually excomm unicated, the 
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Sacrament, if he deſires to receive it, in caſc hee profeſſe his ſincere 
repentance for his ſins paſt, and promiſe newneſſe of lite for time to 
come, though in his own private opinion, he may chanceto judge him a 
perſon unfit or unworthy to communicate ? If yea, let himfhew his 
charter for it in Scripture: This Lam certain hee cannot doe: If he al. 
leage, hee cannot do it in point of Conſcience,becauſe hee ſhould bee 
pataker of his ſia, / he case and drink damnation by unworthy receiving: 
The Apoſtle reſolves the contrary; that hre eates and drinkes dummna- 
tion oni to HIMSEL F E, not to the Miniſter,or the ether C- 
canti; that he ſhall only beare his own burthen,and give an account of 
himſclfe to God, Gel. 6. 4,5. lm 14. 13. And the adminiftration being 
onely the Minifters act, which is a holy and divine inſtitution, the un- 
worthy participation the parties owne iniquity, (as is his unwerthy 
hearing, praying &c.)not the Miniſters; it oan no more involve the Mi · 
niſter in the guilt of it, then his unprofitable hearing; of which ao 
Mioiſter holds himſelfe guilty, who with care and conſcience faithfully 
diſpcnceth the Word unto his Auditors, Exe. zz. 1. to 10. Add 20, 
26.27; which * Lucas @ſcander proves ar large againſt the Anebeptifts. 
Seeing therfote there is as much danger to peoples Soules in their 
unworthy, unprofitable hearing of the word, as receiving of the Sa- 
craments; and ſince Miniſters are and may be unto God Sweet ſevonr of 
Cbriſt, as well in them that perifh, by unworthy receiving the Sacrament 
as in them that are ſaved, by worthy participation thereof; as they are 
in the preaching of the Goſpell, 2 Cor.2.14, 75, 16. I cannot diſcerne 
any ſhadow of reaſon, why any godly Miniſters ſhould over-carneſtly 
conteſt for ſuch a large or unlimited Ecclefiafticall power, ro exclude 
their Chriſtian Brethren from the Sacrament (when not actually ex. 
communicated from the Church and other Ordinances) as ſome pre. 
tend to; much leſſe, why any of them ſhould reſolve togive over he, 
Miniſtery to which Chriſt hath called chem, in caſe they canner ob. 


- tainc ſuch a power from the Parliament, as neither Chriſt, nor his A 


ſtles, not the Primitive Chriſtians in the pureſt times did ever exerciſe; 
or why any ſhold frowardly ſeperate from our Church, in caſe ſuch an 
unlimited arbitrary power be not eſtabliſhed in our new Presbiteries, 
as our very Lerdly Prelats never durſt to claime. Moderate durant. 
Wherefore ray eatneſt requeſt to all Miniſters and people ſhall be, to 
reſt fully ſatisfied with ſuch a limited T urisdiction in this kind, as our 
Honourable, Pa liament upon ſerious debate, ſhall in their Piety aud 
Wiſdom thinke meete to ſettle, for the prevention of ſcandall, Propha- 
neſſe in the people, of Tyranny and oppreſſion of mens conſciences in 
the Presbytery ; the only deſirable boundary betweene theſe two Ex. 
tremities, which muſt be aveyded with all ſpecia'l care, 
FINIS. 


